
Texas Pecan Board Meeting 
Sunday, July 15, 2018 

Embassy Suites, San Marcos,TX 
 

Minutes 
 

Present: Glenn Honaker, Rodney Myers, Tami Sorrells, Mike Adams, Errol John Dietze, Daniel 
Leonard, Lance Lampman, Larry Don Womack, Kyle Brookshier, Cindy Wise, Patrick Dudley, 
Keith Berdoll, Shannon Ivey, Joe Massey, Jim Luscombe, Troy Swift, James Livergood. 
 
Glenn Honaker called the meeting to order. Minutes from previous meeting were reviewed. 
Rodney Myers moved minutes be approved as presented; Larry Don Womack seconded; 
motion passed. 
 
A financial report including and profit-and-loss statement, balance sheet, and assessments 
collected was presented. Glenn Honaker pointed out that assessments are severely below 
expectations. Errol John Dietze moved the report be approved as presented; Lance Lampman 
seconded; motion passed. 
 
Kevin Ivey, representing the U.S. Pecan Growers Council, joined the meeting. He noted that 
promotions and other activities undertaken by USPGC are “moving smoothly”, with American 
Pecan Council providing matching funding for the Market Access Program export activities. 
Regarding pecan tariffs in China, Ivey said tariffs have increased from 7% to 47%. “This 47% is 
scary. Hopefully it will come down but if it continues, our MAP money may need to be shifted 
to other markets.” Glenn Honaker said Texas Pecan Board will be receiving a $10,000 invoice 
for dues to USPGC. Ivey explained that this funding and dues from other associations are 
utilized for administration and other USPGC expenses which cannot be covered using the MAP 
funds from USDA. Honaker re-affirmed that none of the funds are utilized for lobbying. Larry 
Don Womack moved that the dues be paid upon receipt of the invoice, in the 2018/19 fiscal 
year. David Leonard seconded; motion passed. 
 
Attendees next shared reports of the crop in their part of the state. David Leonard said that the 
crop at his farm was decent, with some freeze and hail damage in Mills and San Saba counties. 
They probably have 60% of a crop, which is now in great shape, with scab currently control. 
Larry Don Womack said the crop in Comanche County is 30-40% of a full crop but there has not 
been rain and the area is drier than in 2011. There was hail in May which caused some damage. 
Tami Sorrells said they are working to maintain the crop they currently have. Errol John Dietze 
reported they are still trying to recover from Hurricane Harvey and the resulting damage. But 
he said they have an “unbelievable” crop this year despite loss of 200+ trees. In general, there 
is a good crop in DeWitt and Gonzales counties. Getting labor is a big challenge, he added. 
Rodney Myers said that the crop in the Granbury orchard is at 70% of a full crop currently but 
suffering from lack of rain. Limited water is available and the predicted high temperatures in 
the immediate future could have a negative impact. They had to fight scab earlier in the season. 



Mike Adams said that Royalty has a good crop and rains have been well timed thus far this 
season. He added that he thinks the Texas crop is closer to 53 million pounds than to the 70 
million pounds that Monte Nesbitt predicted in a recent article in Pecan South. Shannon Ivey 
said that the El Paso valley may have 20-22 million pounds. Lance Lampman said the improved 
crop in his area is about 60% and that the heat will be an issue over the next few weeks. Glenn 
Honaker said there is a fair crop at Belding Farms with an expected 4.7 million pounds or so, the 
same as the last couple of years. He said they have also had extreme heat and the overall crop 
is about 70%. Keith Berdoll noted there is a good crop in his area. Joe Massey said the crop in 
his area is about 65% but no rain in past 60 days. He added, however, that they are able to get 
irrigation water from the Nueces River. Jim Luscombe said his crop is about half of last year, but 
he has no scab. Troy Swift said he has had good rain thus far and has a good ‘Pawnee’ crop and 
a good native crop. Jim Livergood said his nut set is better this year than last but they are 
working on scab control (near Palestine). 
 
Glenn Honaker summed up the discussion by saying it seems that 53-55 million is probably a 
good number as a prediction for this year’s Texas crop. 
 
Luis Cisneros joined the meeting and gave an update on the Specialty Crop Grant. “We are 
focused on health as an important tool for grower marketing. There are 2 components to the 
study – to generate data and to use this to increase sales.” There is a new consumer behavior 
center at TAMU which will be utilized by Marco Palma to complete his portion of the study. A 
press release will be generated and disseminated by TAMU to publicize the study results. This 
press release will hopefully be distributed around Oct. 1 and will contain a positive health 
message regarding Texas pecans. The feeding part of the study will be done using mice, in a 
Mexican research lab. Cisneros said the animal study “will give us what we need” including the 
“mechanisms showing how pecans are working”. 
 
Mike Adams noted that there is now a funding protocol in place with American Pecan Council, 
under which individuals or groups can submit funding requests for research projects. 
 
Glenn Honaker thanked Luis and Rodney Myers for their work on this Specialty Crop Grant 
project. 
 
Going back to the topic of assessments, Larry Don Womack said many Texas growers are not 
happy with the ½ cent Texas assessment on top of the federal assessment. Glenn Honaker said 
he feels that Texas Pecan Board is still a necessary voice for Texas growers. Mike Adams said 
that Texas growers should be encouraged to know that Texas makes more of an impact on the 
U.S. industry than some might think. Data collection has been a major objective for American 
Pecan Council. That data indicates that assessments were collected on 70 million pounds in 
Texas for the 2017 crop season even though the USDA figure for the Texas crop was only 43 
million pounds. 
 



Joe Massey suggested that there has been a lack of communicating the Texas Pecan Board 
story. Patrick Dudley of Texas Dept. of Agriculture indicated that TDA can help with 
communication. 
 
Kevin Ivey added that there are 3 Texas pecan organizations – TPGA, TX Pecan Board and the 
West Texas pecan growers assn. He also said he is against state branding. He also suggested 
that Texas adopt licensing and certification for buying stations like New Mexico has recently 
done. 
 
Developing a database of Texas growers has to be a priority for Tx Pecan Board, all board 
members agreed. Rodney Myers made the motion that TPB work with Texas Pecan Growers 
Assn. to obtain a full contact list at a cost of up to $5,000. Tami Sorrells seconded; motion 
passed. 
 
Glenn Honaker shared an update of status of the current board election, noting that all 3 
members up for re-election intended to run for re-election. 
 
Mike Adams provided an update on American Pecan Council activities, saying that a new 
executive director was in place as of July 1. 
 
The budget for fiscal year 2018/2019 was next item on agenda. With an expected bank balance 
of approximately $210,000 on Day 1 of the upcoming fiscal year and estimated income from 
assessments at $80,000 and interest from the money market account estimated at $30, total 
funds available for expenditure would be $290,030. However, with projected refunds of $3,000, 
that reduces available funds to $287,030. Although no specific projects have been identified, 
the board designated a budget of $125,000 for promotional projects, $12,000 for research and 
$20,000 for education. Administrative costs should run about $10,000 since there will not be an 
election next year. These expenditures total $167,000, leaving an estimated balance at end of 
fiscal year of $120,030. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Wise 
 
 
 


